
C O M P E T I T I V E  A D V A N T A G E

n o w  c o m e s  i n  a  t u b e .

AK Tube.  Innovat ive  so lu t ions  in  tub ing products .

AK Tube LLC is a leading supplier of ERW tubing products. Founded in

1977, it became a wholly owned subsidiary of AK Steel in 2001. Backed

by the recognized leadership and resources of AK Steel, AK Tube provides

innovative tubing solutions for both OEM and steel processors in a wide

variety of applications. Major markets include truck exhaust systems,

hydroforming, air conditioning & heating products, outdoor furniture, gas

grills and automotive.

AK Stee l .  The leader  in  f la t - ro l led s tee ls .

AK Steel is the industry leader in production of flat-rolled carbon, stainless

and electrical steel products for the automotive, appliance, construction

and manufacturing markets. AK Steel also produces tubular steel products,

snow and ice control products, and operates a major industrial park on the

Houston, Texas ship channel.

30400 East Broadway, Walbridge, Ohio 43465
Phone: 800-955-8031 • Fax: 419-661-4387 • www.aktube.com



Today’s business environment is more competitive than

ever. That’s why it’s important to give your company every

advantage possible. At AK Tube, we’re dedicated to

helping our customers succeed by providing innovative

ERW tubing products that offer consistent high quality,

shorter lead times, and value-added features that set your

products apart.

Our company has been a leader in tubing since 1977,

specializing in technically challenging, mission critical and

high value-added products. Our 330,000 square-foot

integrated facility produces tubing in diameters from

.75 through 6 inches, and gauges from 20 through 7. If you

have difficult applications or need special engineering

assistance for your project, we’ll help you find solutions. 

With the exceptional breadth and depth of our product

line, we’re able to be your single source for tubing

products. In fact, we’re the sole tubing supplier for the

majority of our top 25 customers.

T U B I N G  T H A T

g i v e s  y o u  a n  e d g e.  

Detective work that paid off for our client.

For several months, an AK Tube customer had

been experiencing a manufacturing problem which

caused the metallization to flake off the tube’s

weld seam. They called us to see if we could find

a solution to the problem. We sent in a cross-

functional team that identified certain variables in

the process that were contributing to the flaking

problem, then recommended steps to eliminate it. 

Result: our customer was able to reduce scrap 

by approximately 25%.

I N D U S T R Y:  

T R U C K  

E X H A U S T





Over the years, we’ve developed a reputation

for expertise in custom tubing, as well as 

for helping our clients develop unique and

innovative products. Our highly trained team 

of metallurgists and engineers can help you

specify tubing designed to reduce cost, improve

performance, or differentiate your products in a

crowded market.

The key to the quality of our customized

tubing is a proprietary process that minimizes

work hardening effects. This allows for more

severe bending and forming operations, while

maintaining consistent quality from piece to

piece. In addition, we offer specialized cutting

and end-finishing, including swaging, end

expansion, hole punching, and notching.

Working as partners to solve our client’s needs.

AK Tube LLC was able to recommend the proper forming

methods and tooling that this client needed to ensure

successful tubing fabrication. AK Tube worked with this

customer on their shop floor for many months in all 

facets of their operations, from bend tooling to proper

lubrication. As a result, the customer has increased its

throughput and decreased operational costs. AK Tube

continues to work with this customer as part of a joint

Continuous Improvement Project, providing technical

support on the client’s shop floor on a monthly basis.

Result: scrap reduced by 33%, set-up time decreased 

by 20%, and throughput increased by 15%.

S E T T I N G  T H E  S T A N D A R D

f o r  n o n - s t a n d a r d  t u b i n g.  

I N D U S T R Y:  

T U B E

FA B R I C AT I N G



Few tubing manufacturers can produce large

diameter, thin wall steel tubing as successfully as

AK Tube. Our proprietary process allows the tube

to be fabricated and formed with a diameter-to-

thickness ratio of 100 to 1. That’s one reason

we’re the number one choice for the leading

truck exhaust manufacturers.

We’re also experts in producing and fabricating a

wide range of coated sheet steel tubing products.

Our remetalization process lets customers take

advantage of the unique properties of the coated

steel without concern about loss of performance.

Finding a better way to fight corrosion. 

One of our customers was experiencing corrosion

problems with their parts in Northern climates.

Unfortunately, their powder coating methods did not

provide consistent 500-hour salt spray performance.

AK Tube recommended that they switch to a coated

sheet steel product that not only provided more than

1000 hours of salt spray resistance but also superior

bending/fabrication performance and paintability.

Result: our customer was able to eliminate warranty

problems with previous material design and provide

a product with a clear competitive advantage.

W E  E X C E L  A T  T H E  

c h a l l e n g e s  o t h e r s  a v o i d .  

I N D U S T R Y:  

A U T O M O T I V E



Our 30-acre site is home to a 330,000 square-foot

integrated tubing facility complete with five tube mills,

two slitter lines, and two Haven cutoffs. Our end-to-end

capabilities mean shorter manufacturing times, which

can mean a significant advantage for our customers. 

We can even produce 1" through 4" tubing on several

mills at once, to boost capacity for special orders. Most

popular sizes are repeated a minimum of every three

weeks, with weekly production cycles on our highest

volume products.

Let AK Tube’s outstanding capabilities, experience

and expertise give your company a new source of

competitive advantage. To find out more, give us a 

call at 1-800-955-8031 or visit www.aktube.com.

Q U I C K  T U R N A R O U N D  T H A T

k e e p s  y o u  o n e  s t e p  a h e a d.


